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Cover Photograph
Exposure of the aortic valve as viewed from over the drape at
the head of the table. The aortic clamp is seen at the bottom of
the photograph. Stay sutures hold the aortotomy open. The
large central defect in the trileaflet aortic valve was caused by
sarcoidosis of the aortic root. The fibrotic process of the aortic
annulus retracted the aortic valve leaflets radially, causing
severe aortic insufficiency. The sinuses were not involved.
Simple aortic valve replacement with a mechanical valve was
the treatment. The patient had an unremarkable recovery.1
John G. Byrne, MD
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